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 Suffolk Orchard survey 

 Promoting new community orchards / 

Suffolk collections 

 Newsletters and Advice Notes / Workshops 

 Fruits and nuts culinary history 

 

 

 

  

New & Old Orchards  

for Suffolk 



Suffolk Orchard Survey 

550 orchards recorded 

from 53 parishes + 
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Our starting point 

2nd ed. OS orchard sites 1905-1925 



SURVEY MAP 
LAYERS 

 

1. Historical orchards 

c. 2000 sites 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. PTES orchard sites - 590 
 

 

 

3. OS MasterMap - 187 sites 
 

2nd Ed OS orchard sites, 1905-1925 
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Suffolk’s distinct 

orchard areas 



Training for surveyors 

Survey information pack 

Maps 

Survey form 

Practical experience… 



Completed 

survey 

form for 

Wilby 

parish 



Wordwell Hall, W. Suffolk 
Typical small farm orchard with 

many varieties 

Planted during 

WWII, now being 

restored under 

Higher Level 

Stewardship 



Detailed surveys - Richard Fisk 

and Chris Hitch at Wordwell Hall 



One of 35 orchard sites recorded in Framlingham 

One large apple tree left, probably Blenheim Orange 
 



 

To be updated 

Survey 2015 

Survey results 

February 2015 



   A volunteer’s view 

“Surveying the Orchards in my own parish and the 

neighbouring ones has been so interesting and also 

fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You never know what to expect. I’ve had to recall 

childhood skills like crawling under branches and 

brambles as some orchard sites have been so 

overgrown! 

 
Sue Mobbs Nov 2013 



County Collections 

8 Suffolk / regional 

collections planted 



 

• Great Cornard Country Park 

• Debenham Millennium Wood  

• Debenham Two Fields  

• Metfield Allotments 

• Elmswood (Lukeswood) 

• Broxted Estate 

• Pakenham Water Mill 

• Thornham Estate 
 

 

 

 

Suffolk and Regional 
collections 



Metfield 

allotments 

community 

project - 

Claylands 



Broxted Estate, Sutton - Sandlings  
 

• Old orchard farm site – 2 large trees 

Newton Wonder apple and unidentified 

pear.  

• March 2012: Dunwich Heath apple, Apple 

Thorpeness and Walberswick  Wonder 

• Old cobnut site 

• Culinary pears / Sandlings plums 
 

 

  



Promoting New Plantings 

Amenity, farm, community and 

school orchards 

49 orchards in progress / finished 

15 in planning 



Hacheston Community Orchard 



Eades Orchard, Framsden 



Scattered orchard 
Waldringfield, Newbourne & Hemley 

21 



Ipswich 

Borough 

Council 

Defoe Road 

– planted 

March 2013 

Plums, apples, 

quince, 

raspberries, 

gooseberries 



Pettistree Jubilee 

apple avenue in 

churchyard 

A wonderful 

100 year 

legacy for the 

parish 



Advisory / Publications 

Many, MANY workshops 

and fruit days! 

11 Newsletters 

6 Advice Notes published 

 

 



Events 2013 



Fruit 

Identification – 

‘Apple’ Days 
 



By March 

2014  

More than 

700 trees 

grafted by 

volunteers 

and given 

away 

TREE  GRAFTING WORKSHOPS 



Grafted trees waiting for homes 

 



PUBLICATIONS 



Advice Notes 



Culinary History 

Monica Askay (Cook and Food 

Historian) has provided a wealth 

of information about Suffolk’s 

orchard fruit crops in the past – 

she will tell you more shortly…. 



Picking from large standard cherry trees about 1900 

(Common Ground Book of Orchards 2000) 

Thank You for listening! “ 


